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I do not mean that such a woman could never execute
actions consciously directed to relieve the distress of a
child. She might, under the influence of quite other
motives (perhaps the desire to earn praise or her daily
bread) achieve a fairly good imitation of maternal
behaviour. She might even become a professional
children's nurse, though that would be very improbable;
and if she did adopt that calling, she would in all prob-
ability never achieve any high degree of success and
never find much satisfaction in it Further, if by sonie
strange sport of nature, this particular native disposition
were suddenly omitted from the constitution of all
members of some branch of the human race, one which
had entered upon our contra-ceptive stage of civilisation,
then, even though the sexual instinct remained unaffected,
that branch of the race would very quickly become
extinct; and the decline in numbers would be far more
rapid than it is among our actual contra-ceptive com-
munities, which, if they shall continue to propagate
themselves and to survive, will owe that survival, neither
to reason nor to the sexual instinct, but predominantly
to the maternal instinct, the main ground of the delight
which women find in their children and of their desire
for the possession of children of their own.

Now let us return to the constitution of the instinctive
disposition. In the light of the foregoing discussion it
seems clear that we should regard the second or central
part of it as both affective and conative in function, as
responsible both for the emotional or feeling quality of
the instinctive response (with the corresponding system
of visceral and other innervations which determine what
we call the expressions of the emotion) and for the
conative experience, with the setting of the goal, with
the continued direction of the striving towards that goal,
no matter what forms of bodily movement may be used
in the course of such striving

It is this central part of the instinct, both affective
and conative in function, which we need to distinguish
and define as clearly as possible; and since we can
properly and very advantageously regard it as a functional